


While there is a lot of ring
tubing, the connecting rod can
only reach a limited region of
the ring without distorting its
shape. Not surprisingly, the
best match occurred with the
connecting rod in the location
to which it fit best. | placed
marking-pen indications every
% inch or so on the ring within
the connection region, so |
could keep track of the loca-
tions | had tried. While adjust-
ment with an antenna
analyzer or SWR meter is
strongly suggested, | expect
that if test equipment were not
available, the AR-2 would
work reasonably well if the rod
were just connected to the
ring opposite the feed location.

Installation

The AR-2 is light, and at 38.5
inches tall it doesn’t provide
much wind load, so any of the
typical light-duty TV antenna
mounts should be suitable. |
used a two-strap chimney
mount that was left over from
a previous antenna test, and
that was begging to be put to
use.

Because Nancy, W1NCY, for-
bade me to climb on the roof, |
enlisted my son-in-law Michael
Phillis, who runs his own audio
system installation and opera-
tion company (Performance
Audio in Westport,
Connecticut), but is familiar
with antenna installations as
well. The installation was quite straightforward and
was completed in just a few minutes (see Figure 12).

On the Air

Wiring the antenna to the station (Nancy’s kitchen
2-meter transceiver) was straightforward and went
together without a hitch. A coaxial cable that was
prepositioned between the joists and extended
through a wall plate was put to its intended use, and |
connected it to the basement coax run from the
antenna.

4 Figure 11 — The completed antenna AR-2 tempo-
rarily positioned for adjustment on top of a 1.25-inch
aluminum TV mast section.

¥ Figure 12 — The author's son-in-law, Michael
Phillis, finalizes the installation of the AR-2 on top of
a 6-foot mast attached to a TV antenna-designed
chimney mount. [Katie Phillis, photo]

Not surprisingly, the antenna offers much more con-
sistent results than the horizontal Yagi we previously
used. In addition to very solid signals to and from all
desired regional repeaters, | am now also bringing up
repeaters on the same frequency pair in southern
New Jersey, perhaps 60 miles away. Setting up the
tone-squelch for the desired local repeaters solved
that problem.

Manufacturer. Cushcraft Amateur Radio Antennas,
300 Industrial Park Rd., Starkville, MS 39759.
www.cushcraftamateur.com. |||
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