MFJ-434 Deluxe Voice
Keyer

Anyone who has ever attempted more than a casual effort
in any SSB contest knows that besides the radios, antennas
and logging programs, there is one more valuable piece of
equipment necessary for the contest. And if you lose it, your
contest efforts are sunk. Try running stations or building up
your QSO totals if you lose your veice!.

To save the voice, and hopefully build-up a respectable QSO
count, I recently used the MFJ-434 Deluxe Voice Keyer in the
2000 CQ World Wide SSB Contest. I was using the keyer in
conjunction with a Yaesu Mark V FT1000MP transceiver. Since
the factory default setﬂ%s for’ mternal Jjumpers are compat-
ible with Yaesu transceiVers, no internal adjustments were nec-
essary. To configure the 434 for use with ICOM, Keawood or
Alinco radios, all that i§" necessary is to remove a few screws
to open the top of the cabinet and reset eight Jumpers on the
circuit board, a relatively simple procedure. MFJ suggests
leaving the setup for Yaesu and making adapter cables for other
transceivers.

Setup and Operation

As with many MFJ products, setting up the Voice Keyer
was simple. Plug in a standard 8-pin microphone plug and you
have finished the front-of-the-box setup. In the rear, simply
plug in a 12-Vdc, 100-mA power source (not included) and
attach a lead to the station’s ground. At this it, you are
ready to make the interface from the 434 to the radio. After
that, just plug the mike mto the. jack input of your radio and
you are all set.

The MFJ-434 has five message storage slots, that allow you
to record up to 75 seconds of messages. Message #1 has a
maximum length of 32 seconds. Messages #2-4 may be 10
seconds in length each, with- Message #5 haﬁhg 4'13-second
limit. The messages may be programmed using either the in-
ternal or an external microphone. I recorded all five messages
using an external microphone because it seemed to have bet-
ter audio quality than the internal microphone,

Recording the messages was simple. ‘First, “push the
RECORD/PLAY switch to RECORD. Next, select the internal
or external mlcrop‘ljone .Then, push the MESSAGE bufton cor-
responding to the message you were recording. When the red
RECORD LED begins to'flash, speak-clearly. Release the mes-
sage button to end recording, Once you have recorded all of
your messages, push the RECORD/PLAY button back to play
Push one of the message buttons to replay. (The VOLUME knob
on the front panel wntrols the monitor speaker levels. )iTo
change. one of thﬁ recorded messages, simply re-record over
the existing;message: Make certain to use the XMIT ON/OFF
button to disable/the: PTT line when reviewing messages.

You may adjust the output level control on the rear panel to
set the output [cvel to the radio. If the playback audio output
level is outside your traﬁééiver s ch’ﬁr "l‘#f;ge, you thay need

¢mnal trimpot, R29. The

to make some ad]usunqms of the i 1[;.
MFJ-434 also provides;an automatic, oyerride that stops the
message being played whenever the PTIswitch is keyed. You

The rear panel of the MFJ-434 voice keyer.

can disable this feature by removing jumper JMP1 on the in-
ternal PC board.

CQ World Wide DX Contest

The MFJ-434 performed as expected during the contest. Sev-
eral unsolicited reports of good audio were received (a func-
tion of the combination of the radio and the voice keyer being
used). An external control head, allowing for remote activation
of the various keyer memories, would have been convenient.
MF]J does offer an optional switch (the MFJ-73), but it was not
tested during this review. The keyer is also capable of interfac-
ing with your PC, and instructions are included in the manual.

Another available feature is the ability to play back a re-
corded message in a loop, This can be quite handy on those
long lonely hours late in the contest when CQing for those last
few contacts. The loop playback can be adjusted to repeat at
intervals from 3 to 50 seconds or from 30 to 500 seconds, de-
pending on the front panel REPEAT DELAY adjustment and the
X10/X1 setting switch.

I was looking for a voice keyer that was simple to setup
and use for the contest, and found that the MFJ-434 met my
expectations. I'was able to use the keyer while running sta-
tions during the contest and searching for multipliers and new
stations. We didn’t win CQWW, but the MFJ-434 Deluxe Voice

Keyer was a welcome addition to the station. At the end of our
‘operation, I even had my voice intact!

Manufacturer: MFJ Enterprises.
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